
Saint Bernadette Pastoral Council 

Highlights from March 1, 2018 Meeting 
 

In 2016-17 Saint Bernadette’s ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCE made 16 home visits 

(in zip codes 40241, 40242, 40059, and 40026) and they assisted other conferences and agencies 

(like EACM, St. Edwards, St. Patrick, St. Gabriel, St. Paul, and St. William) through 92 phone 

contacts.  They served 146 adults and 126 children.  About 60% of cases were for rent, 20% for 

water, and 20% for LG&E.  In Fiscal Year 2017 they averaged monthly contributions of $1089 

(would like to increase this to $1500) and had 5 active members (would like to increase this to 

10).  They also assisted other programs like the Saint Bernadette Diaper Bank, the Oldham 

County Food Bank, and the Louisville SVDP Council. 

 

The PARISH DISCERNMENT Core Team is focusing on encouraging people to attend the 

Listening Session on April 30 where their voices will be heard about what they think is God’s 

plan for our parish.  This event will also conclude our month celebration of the 10-year parish 

anniversary- an ideal way to reflect on where we are going.  The tree in the Narthex is beginning 

to fill with leaves as people sign their name that they have read the Pastoral Letter.  Core team 

will be distributing leaves through parish ministries and in the Narthex.  The Pastoral Letter with 

Study Guide will be sent home to all SMA families.   

 

Plans for the 10-YEAR PARISH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION include  

• Refreshments after all Masses April 7/8.   

• 11am Mass on April 8 will be a Mass on the Grass weather permitting. 

• Evening Prayer with Bishop Bill Medley will begin at 6:30pm.  Invited guests include Fr. 

Terry Bradshaw, Fr. Bill Griner, Fr. Bill Fichteman, Fr. Jack Caldwell, and Deacon Dan 

Parker.  Archbishop Kurtz is not able to attend because of a prior commitment. 

• United Catering has been booked for the reception to follow evening prayer – 5 heavy 

hor d’oeuvres as well as soft drinks, water, and wine will be served.  Sign-ups will begin 

March 17/18 to get an accurate count for the caterer. 

• Response Cards will be distributed to parishioners prior to April 8 event to allow 

parishioners to share memories about Saint Bernadette – what brought them to our parish, 

what they love about StB, blessings, etc.  Responses will be displayed in the Narthex 

April 7/8. 

• Pictures are being gathered for display on the monitors during the weekend.  As well as 

highlights of parish firsts (first baptism, first wedding, etc.) 

• Tours of the church will be offered in April. 

• Committee is looking for about 10-15 volunteers to help set-up, serve, and clean-up on 

April 8. 

 

Fr. Jeff’s 25TH ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY will be August 7.  Plans are underway to have 

a parish celebration on the Belle of Louisville on Sunday, August 5 from 6-8pm.  This will be an 

excellent opportunity for fellowship, food, and fun. 

 



The Knights of Columbus have scheduled a fundraising concert on Friday, June 22.  The outdoor 

CONCERT AT SAINT BERNADETTE WITH THE MONARCHS will raise funds for Water 

with Blessings.  More details will be forthcoming. 

 

Pastoral Council Members will be at all Masses on March 17/18 for LISTEN AND RESPONDS 

SESSION after each Mass in the Narthex.   

 

In looking at the OPERATIONS PILLAR OF THE STRATEGIC PLAN, Fr. Jeff reported this 

pillar is strong and being fulfilled.  The Listen and Responds process is functioning well.  Plans 

are underway to add a welcome center/concierge desk to the Narthex.  Staff is looking at creating 

redundancy within job duties to be sure all operations can run smoothly.  Technology Assessment 

continues to improve as we expand our usage of WeShare, Flocknotes, Website, etc. 

 

As of March 1, we have entered a new era of PARISH DEBT by making our first payment to 

the principle.  After March payment, parish has $7,187,129 in debt ($6 million is at 2.89% fixed 

interest for 10 years and the remaining is 2.47% variable).  Payments will be made to variable 

rate balance first. 

 

In FY 2016-17 the parish allocated 15.3% of parish income to CHARITABLE OUTREACH.  

Additionally, the parish collected diapers, clothing, food, and other items for charities.  Overall, 

Pastoral Council feels the parish is being responsible and good stewards.   

 

SAINT MARY ACADEMY is on track for 2018-19 school year.  Current students have 

preregistered, and new students have also registered.  Tuition rates have been set with a modest 

2% increase, which is still in line with other Catholic schools in our area. 

 

NEXT PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING: April 5, 2018 @ 6:30pm   

 

Submitted by 2017-18 Saint Bernadette Pastoral Council Members: Ellen Creely, Bill Ferko, 

Jackie Hellmann, Richard Hines, Gary Keibler, Adam Masternick, Nejma Piagentini, Mark, 

Shacklette, Michelle Schofield, and Bruce Van Wagner 

 

 


